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CLAIMS 




What is claimed is: 

A system comprising: 
a first processor including a first processor 
lannel; 

a first hybrid switching module including a 
first hybrid switching module processor data channel, a 
first hybrid switching module main data channel, a first 
10 input/output link data dhannel, and a first switch, the 
first hybrid switching I module processor data channel 
being coupled to the first processor data channel; 

a first main /bus coupled to the first hybrid 
switching module main dafta channel; 
15 a second processor including a second processor 

data channel; and 

a second hyfcfrid switching module including a 
second hybrid switching module processor data channel, a 
second input/output fink data channel, and a second 
20 switch, the second hyrfrid switching module processor data 
channel being coupled to the second processor data 
channel, the second input/output link data channel being 
coupled to the first /input /output link data channel. 



25 2. The sfystem of Claim 1 wherein said second 

hybrid switching module further comprises a second hybrid 
switching module m^in data channel, wherein said system 
further comprises : 

a second^ main bus coupled to the second hybrid 
30 switching module main data channel, 



3. TJfie system of Claim 1 further comprising: 
a thi£d processor including a third processor 
data channel; afid 
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a third hybrid switching /module including a 
third hybrid switching module processor data channel, a 
third input/output link data /channel, a fourth 
input /output link data channel, and a third switch, the 
third hybrid switching module processor data channel 
being coupled to the third processor data channel; 

wherein said first hybrid switching module 
further comprises a fifth input /output link data channel; 

wherein the third / input/output link data 
channel is coupled to the fif/th input/output link data 
channel; 

wherein said second hybrid switching module 
further comprises a sixth inpiit /output link data channel; 

wherein the fourt/h input/output link data 
channel is coupled to the $ixth input/output link data 
channel . 



4. The system cff Claim 3 wherein said second 
hybrid switching module further comprises a second hybrid 
20 switching module main datp channel, wherein said system 
further comprises : 

a second main Hus coupled to the second hybrid 
switching module main dat/a channel. 

25 5. The systdm of Claim 4 wherein said third 

hybrid switching module/ further comprises a third hybrid 
switching module main jdata channel, wherein said system 
further comprises : 

a third mairi bus coupled to the second hybrid 

30 switching module main /data channel. 



6. A apparatus comprising: 
a hybrid / switching module processor 



data 



channel ; 
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a hybrid switching module main dfata channel; 

an input/output link data channel; 

a switch coupled to the hybri^ switching module 
processor data channel; and 

a bridge coupled to the hybrid switching module 
main data channel; 

wherein the switch selectively couples to the 
bridge and selectively couples to the input/output link 
data channel, wherein the hybrfid switching module 
processor data channel is thereby /selectively coupled to 
the bridge and selectively coupled to the input /output 
link data channel. 



7 . The * apparatus / of Claim 6 further 
15 comprising a processor couplec^ to the hybrid switching 
module processor data channel. 
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8 . The apparatus of Claim 6 
comprising a main bus couple^ to the bridge. 



further 



9. The apparatus of Claim 6 further 
comprising another switcty coupled to the input/output 
link data channel. 

25 10. The apparatus of Claim 9 further 

comprising another bridge coupled to the other switch. 



30 



11. The apparatus of Claim 10 further 
comprising : 

a first maiA bus coupled to the bridge; and 
a second main bus coupled to the other bridge. 



12. The / apparatus of Claim 9 further 



comprising : 
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a first processor coupled t</ the hybrid 
switching module processor data channel; arid 

a second processor coupled taf another hybrid 

switching module processor data channel/ the other switch 

being coupled to the other hybrid/ switching module 
processor data channel. 

13. A system comprising; 
a hybrid switching module processor data 



10 channel; 

a hybrid switching moduW main data channel; 

a hybrid switching moduJJe bus data channel; 

an input /output link data channel; and 

a hybrid switching modple coupled to the hybrid 
15 switching module processor data /channel and to the hybrid 
switching module main data channel; 

wherein the hybrid switching module selectively 
couples to the a hybrid switching module bus data channel 
and selectively couples to /the input/output link data 
20 channel, wherein the hybrid switching module processor 
data channel is thereby selectively coupled to the hybrid 
switching module bus data dhannel and selectively coupled 
to the input/output link d#ta channel. 

25 14. The apparatus of Claim 13 further 

comprising a processor /coupled to the hybrid switching 
module processor data c/iannel 

15. The apparatus of Claim 13 further 
30 comprising a main bjfrs coupled to the hybrid switching 
module bus data channel. 



16. The/ apparatus of Claim 13 further 
comprising another^ hybrid switching module coupled to the 
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17. The appaijktus of Claim 16 further 
comprising : 

a first maiyi bus coupled to the hybrid 
switching module; and 

a second maiA bus coupled to the other hybrid 
switching module. 



10 18. The apparatus of Claim 16 further 

comprising : 

a first /processor coupled to the hybrid 
switching module processor data channel; and 

a second /processor coupled to another hybrid 
15 switching module processor data channel, the other hybrid 
switching module being coupled to the other hybrid 
switching module processor data channel. 
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